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Talkad in the Tirumaküdlu-Narsipur Taluk of the Mysore 
District is a town of great antiquity, (Pl. I). 
Situation. It is situated іп 12°11'N. Lat, and 77°? E, 
Long., on the left bank of the Kavéri river, 
about fifty miles from Maddir, twenty from Sivasamudram and 
twenty-eight to the south-east of Mysore. (Pl. XII) Though a 
generation ago it was, according to Rev. А. M. Tabard, a place 
out of the ordinary tourist's beat, the construction, in recent 
years, of a bridge across the Kavéri near Возые has made it 
possible for the visitors to have the beautiful prospect of this 
interesting place situated picturesquely in the immediate vicinity 
of a sharp bend of the Kavéri eastwards from a southerly course, 
Nevertheless the place which was the prond capital of a by-gone 
powerful kingdom is now rendered weird by the wide expanse of 
the sand dunes which stretch for over a mile in length, burying 
beneath them more than а score of monuments of ancient glory. 
The plantation of casuarina trees has, however, effectively 
checked the advance of sand which in former years used to be at 
the rate of ten to twelve feet per year. 

The site of the ancient capital was very extensive. During 
the twelfth century А. D. it is known to have comprised seven 
towns and five mathas, among which were УЦауйриг, Muduka- 
доге and Мар! or Jananathapura. The invasion of the dunes 
has been extensive particularly during the last four hundred 
years and at some places they have risen to a height of about 
sixty feet, A good part of the old metropolis has thus been 
covered up by sand hills. The formation of the dunes themselves 
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has been due very probably to the deforestation of the river 
bank and the construction of the reservoir by Madhavamantri 
in about 1346 A.D. The sand collected on the river bank has 
been carried by the south-west monsoon and deposited on the 
town. The remains of the old fort wall and ditch can be seen a 
little to the south of Madhavamantri channel and immediately 
40 the west of the road leading from the new town. 
The mythological origin of the town is related in the Skanda- 
Purata where two Kiráta brothers Tala and 
Mythology. Kids are said to have given their names to 
this place. Sdmadatta was a certain sage 
of Касі, who prayed to Siva for móksha. Не was directed to go 
to the Siddharanya-kshétra (another name fur 'Talkad). On his 
way he was killed alovg with his disciples by wild elephants near 
the Vindhya range. Since, however, the last thonghts of the 
party were on elephants, al} of them were reborn, as elephants 
themselves and in that form proceeded to the Siddharatya- 
kshétra where, by now, Siva had arrived with Manikarnika and 
taken the form of aliüga at the foot of a Salmali tree. The 
elephants bathed in the Gokarnatirtha (Manikarnikà) daily and 
threw the lotuses that grew in the pond towards the Salmali tree. 
The two Kiráta brothers Tala and Kāda, in their curiosity at the 
sight, struck at the tres with their axe to ascertain what was 
contained beneath it. Lut when they discovered the linga and a 
stream of blood issuing forth from it, they were taken by fear. 
A heavenly voice, however, bade them dress the wound with the 
juice of the Salmali leaves and fruits. They obeyed and the flow 
of the blood ceased, while the blood that had flown erstwhile was 
changed to milk, They were directed to drink it and thus 
became instantly the members of the Pramatha-gana. The 
elephants too did likewise and were transported to Kailàsa. 
These circumstances are said to have given the place the names 
of Talkad on the one hand and Gajaranyaksbétra on the other, 
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But е name Talkàd literally means ‘jungle.’ The Sanskrit 
form of the name, viz., Talavanapura is found in an inscription 
of the Ganga king Harivarma (С.500). 
* As the God treated himself for the wound caused by the 
hunters, he became known as VaidyéSvara. 
The Pamcha- The same god manifested himself as Arkés 
lingas. vara on the bank of the Uttara-vahini 
(flowing northward) Kavéri and was 
worshipped as VasukiSvara or PataléSvara on the bank of the 
Pürva-váhini (flowing eastward) Kavéri and was worshipped 
by Vasuki, the king of serpents; ER Saikatésévara ог 
Maral&svara on the bank of the Dakshina-vahini (Sowing south- 
ward) Kavéri and was worshipped by Brahma; and as Mallikar- 
juna on Sómagiri or Mudukadore-betta on the banks of the 
PaSchimavahini (flowing westward) Kavéri and was worshipped 
by Kàmadhénu or the Cow of Plenty. These five Прав represent 
the five faces of Siva. Their positions are given thus : Arkésvara 
in the east, Patdlésvara in the south, Maralé$vara in the west, 
Mallikürjuna in the north aud Vaidyésvara in the middle. 
The place is considered so holy by the Hindus that Rama in 
the Tréta Age, is himself said to have 
Panchalinga stayed here for some time on his way to 
Darsana. Lanka. The day on which tho Paficha- 
linga-darsana, de, a visit to the five lingas 
confers the highest merit is the new moon-day of the month of 
Kartika (November-December) which must be a Monday, the 
sun being in the scorpio. Such an astronomical combination 
occurs 80 rarely that the intervals between the visits variously 
range from fourto as many ав fourteen years. Custom 
prescribes in what manner the visit to the lingas із to be made. 
The visitor should at the outset bathe in the Gokarnatirtha and 
without removing his wet garments should, after paying 
obeisance first at the shrines of GokarnéSvara and Chandikádevi, 
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proceed to the temple of Vatdyésvara to pay his respects and seek 
the God's permission to visit the obher four lingas. He should 
then bathe again at the different courses of the Kaveri in this order. 
northern, eastern, southern and western, and respectively visit, 
one by one, the other lingas, Arké$vara, Patalésvara, MaraléSvara 
and Mallikirjuna, duly reporting to the god Vaidyé$ vara at each 
stage. Finally he may pay obeisance at the temple of Kirtinàrà- 
узра. His complete round of the darana must be made in one 
day. The total distance thus covered up by him would be about 
18 miles. 
The early history of Talkad is the history of the Gangas. 
But Ganga inscriptions in Talkad itself are 
History. very few. It ів most likely that many of 
them lie buried under the sand. бө are 
perhaps the Ganga monuments also of which several may have 
been Jain Bastis. The earliest authentic record which mentions 
that the Ganga king Harivarma was residing in this city of the 
Karnátadósa seems to belong to about 500 A.D. (Ind Ant. VIII, 
р. 212). Tho record of S$ripurusha Ganga (Ep. Carn. Vol. III, 
Tn. 1) which is said to have been found in the backyard of 
Chikkiengar's house belongs to the king's first regnal year, 
possibly 726 AD., at which time, however, the council of 'twenty- 
five’ of Та КАФ seems to have been a powerful political body, 
whatever шау have been the royal absolutism, The Gangas 
appear to have held sway over Talkad for about 500 years and 
to have become, during the latter part of the period, subject to 
the authority of the Rashtrakitas. 
At the close of the 10th century the Chilas captured 
Talkád from them. Permansdi Gangarája 
Chola. was conquered by Rajéndra Chola. The 
Cholas exercised their power for over a 
century until in 1116 A, D. they were, in turn, dispossessed by 
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the Hoysalas through the efforts of a scion of the Gangas, Ganga- 
raja by name. The Cholas gave the place the name of Rajaraja- 
pura which continued to be mentioned even in the Hoysala 
inscriptions of the 14th century. During the Chola period Tala- 
kid, Talekad or Talaikkád, seems to have prospered and several 
temples appear to have been bnilt. The latter were dedicated 
both to Siva and to Vishnu. Unfortunately, however, the 
original Rájarajéóvara and Vaikuntha-Nàráyana temples which 
must have сеңдіпіу belonged to this period are no longer in 
existence. The Rajarajésvara temple may have been covered 
by the sand. But the Vaikuntha-Náràyapa temple which 
contained inscriptions of Kuléttunga Chéla and Ràjádhir&- 
jadéva was dismantled and rebuilt about a generation ago near 
the hospital and its image was installed in the new temple. 
The Maralésvara and Patalésvara temples as also the name of 
Vaidyésvara suggest Ganga and Chdla connections. In 
Malingi (Jananathapura) the Srivaishnava temple of Janar- 
dana is older than the days of Катаоојасһагув and waa 
endowed by Kundavve, the elder sister of the Chola king, 
Rajarija. The Chélas had established a governor at the 
place. At the time Talkad was conquered by the Hoy- 
salas, Adiyama was the ОЛО]а governor under Vikrama 
Съда. 
Vishnuvardhana Hoysala drove Ше Chólas out of Mysore 
in 1116 A. D. and assumed the title of 
Heysala. 'Talakàdu-Gonda.' He and his succes- 
sors were in possession of the place down 
to the middie of the 14th contury. Talkád appears to have 
reached its hey-day during this period, for, as already stated, 
it came to be composed of seven towns and five mathas and 
was the southern capitals of the Hoysalas. During the time of 
Vira-Ballala ПІ his minister Репиш а Dan&àyaka established 
a school at Malingi on the opposite bank of the river and 
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endowed it with lands and villages. The Hoysala emperors, 
$00, endowed the Vishnu and Siva temples. "Visbnuvardhana 
built the Kirtinarayana temp'e in ИМ А. D. while his 
sueosssors enriched it with various gifts. 

The Vijayanagar sovereigrs eame to possess tho place 14 

the latter part of the 14th century 

Vijayanagar. Their feudatories who are known to have 

belonged "to the line of Soma~Raja 

governed the place till about 1634 A. D. These are several 

inscriptions of the Vijayanagar period which show that the 

rulers continued to make donations to the temples at the place. 

Madhava-mantri, the famous early Vijayanagar officer was в 

native of Talkad. He constrncted the Madhavamantri-anecut 

and possibly also got the present VaiuyéSvara temple erected 
over the old Chola linga. 

In 1610 Tirumala Raja was the representative of the 
Vijayanagar family at Sriraugapatna. From the accounts of 
the Chikkadévarija-Vaméavali it would appear that he and 
Raja Vodeyar of Mysore were not on amicable terms. The 
latter, however, had the support of Venkatapatiràya, the 
Emperor of Vijayanagar who ruled from Penukonda. Tiru- 
malaràya, the Viceroy, was alarmed at the growth of the power 
and territory of Raja Vodeyar. Though the Annals of the 
Mysore Royal Family state that Tirumalaraya who was now 
afflicted with an incurable disease himself made over the govern- 
ment of Srirangapatna to Raja Vodeyar, yet their mutual 
relations suggest that Тіготаіа Raya might have been forced | 
to flee from Srirangapatna to Talkad leaving his family' 
behind. ; 

An inscription (Ep. Car. III, Tn. 62) records that Raja 

Vodeyar received Srirangapatna asa grant 
Mysore. from Venkatapati Rayain 1612, though 
it would seem that the formal sanction of 
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the emperor was thus obtained in respect of what the Mysore 
king actually conquered. Alamélamma or Rangamma, wife of 
Tirumalaraya followed her husband to Mâlingi. She had 
the custody of certain jewels which she used to send to the 
temple twice a week for the decoration of the goddess. It is 
said that Raja Vodeyar tried to secure the custody of the jewels 
permanently from her but that she, in anger, drowned herself 
in the river after pronouncing a curse. There is a custom іп 
the royal family to observe a ceremoney on the 9th day of the 
Dasara in memory of this lady, which suggests that Raja 
Vodeyar who instituted this ceremoney should have felt great 
grief over this tragedy. Jalkad has remained in the possession 
of the Mysore kings ever since. Several inscriptions of this 
dynasty have been found at the place and they are records of the 
various donations given by them tothe Vishnu and Siva temples, 
More than thirty temples appear to have once existed in 
Talkad. Among these the Vaikuntha 
The Temples. Narayana temple із no longer in existence, 
while the  Rà&jarájéévara temple like 
several others may yet lie buried in the sand. In recent years 
the Ánandésvara and Gauriéanhara temples wore unearthed. 
Of these the former is said to have been built by one Chida- 
nandasvàmi who was a contemporary of Hyder. There 15 a 
story that once he crossed the Каувп river in full floods 
seating himself ona plantain leaf and that Hyder who wit- 
nessed the miracle made & grant to tbo temple buiit by him. 
The Gaurisankara temple was built during the time of 
Chikkadévaraja Vodeyar. The Vaidyésvara, Patalésvara and 
Maralésvara temples enshrine three of the Paüchalingas while 
the ArkéSvara temple at Vijayapur and that of Mallikarjuna 
at Mudukadore enshrine the remaining two. Of these ihe 
Vaidyésvara temple is the most imposing, while tbe Ки: 
naradyana temple is historically the most important. 
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THE KIRTINARAYANA TEMPLE 


ірі. IL) 

After excavating the aand for several days, the late Mr. 
В.  Narasimhachar discovered a long 
Situation аай Tamil inscription of 1173 А. D. on the 
History. south-east cornice of the temple and 
5 running from  thesouth to the north 
doorway. This inscription states definitely that the temple 
was built in 1117 A D by Vishnuvardhana Hoysala who is 
known to have consecrated several temples for Vishnu іп 
various parts of his realm, of which the Kééava or Vijaya- 
náráyana temple at Bélür, the Narayana temple at Tonnür and 

the Kirtinarayana temple at Talkàd bear his inscriptions. 

The original temple consisted of a garbhagriha, an open 

sukhanasi and a navaratga pavilion open 
Original Temple on three sides. Above the vimana there 
appears to have been a large brick tower 

probably identical with the one now existing. 

Many grants are engraved on the outer cornices and on 
the pillars and walls of the пауагайра. One of them records 
the presentation of a golden image of Lakshmi, Another 
mentions the existance of a shrine for the junior goddess on 
the north-west of the temple. The brick walls on the north- 
east of tho navaraüga are structures of the late Vijayanagar or 
early Mysore days and possibly were put up as bulwarks against 
the oùrush of sand which had already begun to invade the 
temple of the junior Dévi. Нег image was later installed 
ina chamber ab the southern end of the navaranga of the main 
temple. ` 
` The ‘temple of Kirtinaréyana which is the only structure 

belonging to the Hoysala style in the place 
General Descrip- - i8 yet unlike the great Hoysala temples in 
tion. ^ having been built of granite and bricks. 
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Soapstone is used only for the four round pillars of the navaratga 
and for the image. The platform which has ornamented cornices 
follows the contour-of the temple. (Pl III) For each. of the 
three original doorways. of the navaraüga there were on the 
platform two supporting towers which have now disappeared, 
excepting only the bases of two of them outside the north 
door. ` 
Fhe cornices of the basement are ornamented with trapezoid 
and latin-cross-shaped mouldings as at 
Oater View. Bélür. Above the basement are the usual 
slanting railings in front; but the row of 
turrets intended for their ornamentations is only carved in 
outline as are also the pilasters above them. ‘The panels contain 
rough flowers instead of the usual mythological sculptures. There 
are по sculptures on the outer granite wall ranning around the 
west half ofthe temple, The spaces between the indented 
square-shaped pilasters are ornamented, however, with rows of 
turrets of different sizes. Tho smaller turrets are generally 
under tór&nas which are mostly of the serpentine type and 
surmounted by simhalalatas. The brick parapet above the 
eaves is made of the flattish type of bricks and ornamented by 
turrets with square-shaped or boat-shaped Sikharas. The tower 
ів alsoa brick structure, large and heavy. It із squaroid in 
shape and resembles more or less the Dravidian towers of tlie 
period. Possibly it is the original Hoysala structure, 
The navaranga which is а moderately sized hall has stone 
benches on its north-eastern and south- 
Navaranga. eastern sides extending to the north and 
south doorways ‘respectively. It had 
originally the usual nine aükanas plus the fcur doorway ankanas 
and was generously conceived in height and width as at Bélir. 
But Ив western doorway ankana has been converted: into the 
sukhanasi, while the southern one into the Lakshmi pa 
tT 
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The four central pillars are lathe-torned objects of the 

classical Heysala type. The other pillars 

Pillars. are of varigas shapes like the eight-pointed 

star, sixteen-pointed with shallow futing, 

the ostagon and the indented square. А peouliar feature of the 

temple is that the beams which are all ornamented with oither 

scroll work or rows of animals or bead work are supported by 

additional pillars oa the inside of the doorway ankanas so that 
the hall has tem more pillars than it should ordinarily have. 


The ceilings whieh are made пр of heavy granite slabs are 
either flat or carved ont into shallow domes 
Сейнт. with little figure senlpture. Oniy a few of 
them are artistically execnted with interest- 
ing designs De the creeper sorolls, the lotuses, elephants and 
Hons and dancers and rishis. 
Inside the navaranga are kept the images of Nammialvar, 
Vedanta Désikar, etc. They are all of the 
Images, Vijayanagar period as is also the image of 
Lakshmi in the north atikana. 
While the sukhanási doorway із a later insertion witha 
17th century stucco group ої AnantaSayana 
Sukhanasi and above the lintel, the garbhagriha doorway 
Garbhagrika. imitates, though with a shallow cornice, the 
features of the Bélür garbhagriha doorway. 
The main image of Kirtiniráyana which is about 10’ high 
stands in samabhafga holding in its four 
Main Image. hands Sankha, padma, gadā and chakra. 
The ten avatars ‘of Vishnu appear on the 
prabhévali. Though the image is classical, На faco is fatter and 
more chubby than the Вешг images. Jt has an imposing 
appearance with its head slightly inclined to the left which 
might be due to the sinking of the ground below the pitha. 
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A high oompouud wall of flattish bricks and another of 
rough siones above the level of the parapet 
Other Buildings. wore probably put up in the 17th century 
as barriers against the advancing sand 
There appear to have been shrines for the senior and junior. 
goddesses on the north-west and south west of the main temple. 
Traces of the brick structures are yet visible. A ruined mantapa 
and a stone brindávana with the image of Narayana stand to the 
north-east of the temple. The mahadvara or upparige of the 
temple had been revealed in 1925. Further excavations are 
likely to expose more buildings to the south of the main 
temple. 
VAIDYESYARA TEMPLE. 


The Vaidésvara temple stands about 250 yards to the east of 
the Kirtinàráyana temple- Itis situated 
Situation. almost at the south-western end of what 
remains of old Talkad and close to the sand 
dunes. 

It is the most elaborately carved temple in the whole 
neighbourhood and is constructed almoat 
Importance. entirely of close grained granite as in the 
саве of the Kirtinirayana temple. Fora 

granite structure the carvings are surprisingly good. 
Though the VaidyéSvara linga was existing during the 
Chola period, the temple itself seems 
History. to belong to a later period. На 
sculptures do not show the besuty 
characteristic of the Chola and Hoysala art. The smaller re- 
lieves have motifs like the lions, gryphons, etc. which are more 
common after the 13th century than before it. The quadran- 
gular based kalasas on the walls are a common feature of the 
Hoysaja and Vijayanagar architecture. The characters of the 
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legend. 'Barasvati' appearing on the book held by the image 
of Sarasvati onthe outer wall to the east ofthe southern 
doorway are like thosa appearing in the inscriptions of the 
14th century, The tower of flat bricks is a Vijayanagar 
structure. There is, however, a great similarity between the 
pillars of the southern porch and those of the Somésvara 
temple at Kurudumele іп the Mulbágal Taluk of the Kolar 
District, which belongs to the latter part of the 13th century. 
The mahádvára has no tower but its door frames are tall and 
characteristic of the 13th and 14th centwy types but without 
any engraving. If the building belongs to the early Vijaya- 
nagar poriod, it can be counted as one of the finest among the 
half a dozen temples constructed during the period and can be 
classed with the  Vidyáéankara temple of Sringéri, the 
Vithalasvimi and Hajára Rámasvámi temples of Hampi and the 
temples of Lépakshi and Tadapatri. On the north-east corner of 
the outer wall of the temple there is а Sanskrit Марат! inscription 
meaning ‘ Salutation to Vaidya-liüga, Madhava.’ This Madhava 
їз either the name of the Hoysala Officer Madhava, son of 
Регал а, Daniyaka (C. 1260 A.D.) or of the famous early 
‘Vijayanagar Officer Madhavamantri (1360 A.D.) who was a 
native of Talkād and possibly got the present temple erected over 
the old Нара. It is well-known that the latter put up the anecut 
(dam) which carries his name. (Ср. the Heddase Plates of 
Prince Márapa, М.А. В. 1929, p. 159) | 


The temple bas several Hoysala features. Its: plan is 
cruciform with each reverse angle twice 

General Description. indented (Pl. IV.). There are only small 
porches instead of the fully developed 

mukhamatfapas- of the Vijayanagar period. The main shrine 
has no covered pradakshinà. The platform that runs round the 
navaratga and garbhagriha is narrow (3' wide) and half buried 
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The original eastern porch appears to have been an ornate 
one like that on the south. In its place the 
Porches. present porch was put up by a Mysore 
officer in 1633 A.D. The south porch is 
a lovely piece of architecture. (Рі. V.) The images of two 
officers under whom the temple was probably constructed are 
carved on the jambs of the south door of the navaranga. On 
either side of the doorway is в dvárapàla on the wall Іп front 
of each of these stretches а platform with its basement finely 
ornamented with sculptured cornices and friezes. The bottom 
frieze shows lions, elephants. gryphons, etc., fighting each other 
or in playful attitudes. The two pillars of the porch are 
exquisitely carved, though shortish- Their capitals have heavy 
plantain bud projections while the cubical mouldings of each 
pillar are separated by octagonal shafts ornamented by floral and 
creeper friezes and rearing lions at the corners. The faces of the 
mouldings are carved with images in high relief of various gods 
and saints like Vishnu, Siva, Kumara, Saint Kannappa, ete. 
~ Тһе lower half of the outer wall is shaped likea basement 
of 5 deep cornices of which the middle one 
Outer Wall. is well sculptured. The оррег half has a 
row of narrow pilaster-like projections 
alternating with shallow recesses. Оп each abutment and recess 
іва towered canopy. Each of these latter has an ornamented 
tower with a sikhara surmounted by a simhalalata or Поп face 
and kalasas or finials. The Sikharas themselves have varied 
shapes like the cross, the drum, the boat, and other designs. 
The square pilasters supporting the canopies have plantain bud 
hangings. 
Under the canopies in the front half of the temple stand 
soulptured images with their vihanas, of 
Wall Images. which the more noteworthy are tbe 
following: 
т3 
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East Расе. 
MahishasuramardiniI, Brahma and Süryanáràyana. 
South-east Face. 

Mohini, Lakshmi, Bhairava, Varadaraja, Siva, Saükar&- 
charya praying while in the jaws ofa crocodile (Pl. VI, 1), 
Сапе а, saint with sword attacking Nandi pillar, 
Kannappa-Nayanar (Pl Vi, 2), Kapali, Virabhadra, 
Arjuna shooting the matsya-yantra, Andhakdsuramar- 
dana. ` 

South Face. 

Siva, Chandra3akhara, Sarasvati, Chandikeéa, kala$a with 
а cow pouring milk on a liga. 

On the bases are interesting figures like a Vidyadhari, half- 
swan-goddess playing on vina, swans with the heads of horses, 
lions, ete, Ganá$a, Krishna on all fours and зо on. 

South-west Face. 

Four monkeys with one head. Nearby is a stone sugarcane 

mill. . 
North-Face—(Centre). 

А reliovo representation of a storied temple of the Dravidian 

style. А 
North-east Face. 

Virabhadra. The tower of one of the canopies on the east 
face of the north-east corner bas the Марат inscrip- 
tion already mentioned—Vaidya ^ h*güga namak 
Médhava. 

East Face. 

Vijaya-Ganapati to the left of the dvárapálas, riding on a 
caparisoned mouse as on a horse. 

The eaves are finely made with & greater curvature than is 

usual in Hoysala buidings. On the north- 
Eaves and Parapet. east corner just above Madhava's insorip- 
tion is carved a fine five hooded cobra on 


VAIDYESVARA TEMTLE 
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the under surface of the eaves with а fine stone chain dangling 
from its neck. From this chain із hunga lamp inthe Каска 
month and probably it served also the purpose of lighting up the 
inscription. Above the eaves runs a finely ornamented frieze of 
lion faces on which was probably resting the old parapet. The 
brick parapet, which was recently removed, was of the 17th 
century to which period belongs also the brick tower of the 
Dravidian type. | 
The east doorway of the navaraüga is the most magni- 
ficently sculptured piece in the temple 
East Doorway. (РІ VII). It is made up of massive pieces 
of granite exquisitely carved overin great 
detail. Tho sill has a seated lion in the centre, while the jambs 
have each ten vertical bands bearing ornamental designs in the 
form of flowers, beads, or creeper scroll sometimes with birds 
in the inter-spaces. The Gajalakshmi lintel continues these 
designs. The colossal dvarapalas here are said to be the largest 
in the Mysore State. They belong very probably to the Vijaya- 
nagar period. 
The navaratiga is oblong with 12 medium sized ankanas; 
The six granite pillars supporting the 
Navaranga, beams appear to imitate Hoysala types 
but their plantain-bud capitals give them 
a Dravidian look. On their bases are various small imeges of 
lions, Sivalilas, etc. Of the 12 ceilings, the central опе is the 
best and is in imitation of Hoysala ceilings. Above the 
beams ia an octagon over which isa square of flat slabs and 
on its бор ва large granite slab with a shallow padma and 
а poorly carved pendent bud. On the octagon under the cano- 
pies are rows of seated figures representing various forms of Siva 
and his attendants. 
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"There are two shrines in the north wall of the navaranga 
which formerly housed the utsavamiirtis : 

Navaranga Chandragékharamirti and Tandavamirti. 
Shrines. г The latter was a presentation of Karáchüri 
Najijaraja, while the former was made 

about 50 years ago by а local goldsmith. ‘The old. 14th century 
image of Chandra&ékhara, however, is now in the Archeological 
Office at Mysore. Its consort isa beautiful image yet retained 
in the temple (Pl. VIII). From the navaratga shrines a secret 
passage runs through the north wall to the sukhanasi. The images 
of GanaSa, Sarasvati and Venkateàa are kept in the navaraüga. 
The temple has two sukhanasis of which the doorway of the 


Sukhanasis, inner one is finely carved, 
The udbhava linga in the garbhagriha is of black stone and 
“Мара, has а very ancient and natural look. The 


Pitha is low. 

The Pafichalingésvara shrine behind the Vaidyéévara temple 
was built by a Mysore Officer in 1633 
Panchalingesvara A.D. according to an inscription in the 
Shrine. building itself. The front large mantapa is 
a later addition. On the south side of this 
mantapa is a fine old relievo image of Mahishásuramardini with 
the goddess seated on the back of the lion, The headdress oí 
the goddess, the animal’s short mane, and the pose suggest that 
the image might have come from even the early Сайда period. 
The Dévi Temple is а Vijayanagar structure with a garbha- 
griha: a sukhanasi, anda navaranga. In 
Devi Temple. the garbhagriha stands a dark stone image 
: of Parvati known as Manónmani Amma 

which is poasibly of the 14th century. 
The smaller shrine of ChandikéSvara near the Parvati 
shrine has round and sixteen-sided pillars 
Chandikesvara | which have an early look. The image also 
Shrine. is well proportioned and is perhaps very old. 


Рратк ІХ 


у : 
1. PATALESV ABA TEMPLE. (p. 18) 
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PATALESVARA TEMPLE 
(Pl. IX, 1.) 

The Patalésvara temple із in an excavated pit about s 
hundred yards to the south of the Kirtinárayana temple. Though 
16 ія one of the Pafichalinga temples, it is comparatively small. 
Its brick tower and the brick Nandis on its roof are, of course, 
recent. Butthe rest of the building which is of stone is of 
about the 10th century. Ite outer walls bear three TTamil-Grantha 
and опе Kannada Hoysala inseriptions. The four navaranga 
pillars have а Chalukysn shape. Іп the navaranga are kept a 
number of images like Brahma, Venkatésa, ete., which belong to 
different periods. Тһе Linga in the garblagriha is small and 
reddish in hue. It is said to change its colour into red in the 
morning, dark in the afternoon and white in the evening. 


MARALESVARA TEMPLE 
(Pi. IX, 2.) 

The Maralésvara temple is situated about a 100 yards to the 
west north-west of the Kirtinàeüyana temple. In many respects 
it resembles the Pataléivara temple, The round navaranga 
pillars, the rounded basement cornice and the evidence of the 
Tamil inscription on its outer wall declare it to be a monument 
of the Chóla or early Hoysala times. 

The basement of the garbhagriha hes cornices having 
small arches. Inside thenavaranga there are, besides the fine 
round pillars, eight-sided and sixteen-sided or finted pillars. 
Among the several images kept in the navaranga, that of 
Madhava is beautifal and could be assigned to about the 14th 
century. 

The garbhagriha has a large linga whose very rough 
surface suggests a natural shape. Its pitha is about 5 feet 
square and the two together might be attributed to a very early 
date. 
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GOKARNESVARA TEMPLE 


The Gokarnéévara temple. is a very small structure facing 
the Gókarba tank. Fragments of older temples have been 
utilised in its structure. A granite inscription has been built into 
Ив roof. The jambs near the corners of the east face belong 
perhaps to an earlier GOkarta temple possibly bails during the 
days of Madhavamantri. The name of Gókarna reminds us of his 
conquest of North Canara. The anecut that he built across the 
Kavéri is illustrated in Pl. X, 1. 

The Gdkarna-tictha is a large tank about 150" square. The 
sides and granite steps are finely built (РІ, X, 2.). 


VIRABHADRA TEMPLE ` 

The Virabhadra temple is situated next to the Vaidyasvara 
temple on its south. It із a recent structure with no architectural 
value. Tho main image of Virabhadra, however, is of the 
Vijayanagar period. It has an elongated face, broad nostrils and 
moustaches, 

The two relief figures in front of the temple, which are 
pointed out as those of the Kiráta brothers Tala and Када, аге 
actually bhakta vigrahas of two warriors. 


ARKESVARA TEMPLE AT VIJAYAPUR 

Vijayapur is about З miles east of Talkad. There is ап old 
mud fort near the place. Close to the road stands the temple of 
Агкебувга containing one of Pafichalingas visited during the 
Pafichalings festival (Pl. ХІ, 1). 

The original temple appears to have been of the Chola period 
though the present main temple is a rebuilt structure of all 
manner of worked stones among which is а Ganga inscription in 
the buck. wall. Near the Sürya shrine builé of various inscrip- 
tion stones, аге two black stone pillars of the Chola period and 
one Hoysala bell-shaped pillar. The- small bull in the sukhanasi 
js without ornamentation. 


Prae ХІ 
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1. АВКЕЗУАНА TEMPLE, VITAVAPUR. 


9, MALLIKABJUNA TEMPLE, MUDUEUTORE. (P. 20) 
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The image of Süry&, 2’ high, is carved with its low relief 
prabbüvali of one stone. Behind the Sürya shrine and facing the 


main temple is à row of four modern structures containing lingas 
of different sizes. 


MALLIKARJUNA TEMPLE ON THE MUDUKADORE HILL 


Mudukadore is a sacred hill near Talkad. It is situated 
on the left bank of the Kavéri which takes here a sudden turn to 
the south. On the hill is Бой the temple of Mallikarjuna 
enghrining one of the Pafichalingas. The jdtre of Mallikarjuna is 
held for fifteen days in January-February and attended. by about 
10,000 people. A pretty view is obtained of the hill and its 
temple gópura from below (Pl. ХТ, 2) and of the country around 
from the hill The chitramantapa in the prükára of the temple 
was built about 80 years ago. It has on its walls paintings 
illustrative of Girijakalyana and other episodes from the Siva 
puránas, with due labels in Kannada. During the festival in 
Мара the image of the consort of Tandavéévara is brought from 
the Vaidyéévara temple at Talkad. On the last day а bull race 
takes place and the winner is rewarded with a garland by the 


priest. A large number of mantapas are built for the uso ot 
pilgrims during the festival. 


BANDARASAMMA TEMPLE 


Bandarasamma is the village goddess of Talkad. Her temple 
is sitnatedwpposite to the Travellers’ Bungalow. Several images 
of her associates are also kept in the temple. An annual jatre 
takes place for the goddess and is attended by & large gathering 
of people. Three carts are set apart for the use of the goddess 
on this occasion. On the first day they are highly decorated and 
driven through the village, different pairs of bullocks being yoked 
to them at short intervals. Hundreds of people fulfil their vows 
and offer made (rice boiled with jaggery) cooked in new pots to 
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the goddess. On the second day of the festival, the people move 
around the temple with torches in their hands during night. 
When the image is brought in procession they sacrifice many 
sheep, goats and fowls before sunrise on the third day. They then 
fill a large pit with water and indulge in dancing and merriment 
the whole day. 


CONCLUSION 


On the whole, the antiquities of Така have a pathetic 
interest peculiar to themselves. Such of those who visit the 
place cannot but feel that they walk over the buried monuments 
of a city which prospered for over a thousand years as the seat 
of several dynasties of kings who ruled this part of the country. 
The place is now a mere municipality, shifted further north of its 
original situation. The ancient site, however, promises surprises 
to the spade of the excavator, no less than here than in Babylon 
or Egypt ос Mohenjo-daro. 
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